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Section 1

A Brief History of
Cape Coral’s

Canal Waterways

The city of Cape Coral was first founded in 1957 by two brothers, Jack and
Leonard Rosen. They formed the Gulf American Land Corporation and
began planning for their 115-square-mile property. In 1958 they began
construction for a master-planned community, including the canals that
would become the signature feature of the city. Gulf American invested
$12 million in earth-moving equipment, and their construction company |

would employ 760 men working in shifts up to 20 hours per day to prepare |

the land for building. Canals were dug out with dredges, and the earth m . |
was used to build up the land to the required elevation of 5’6" above sea Image courtesy of Cape Coral Historical Museum
level. By 1963 more than 160 miles had been completed. As Cape Coral

grew, particularly after the completion of the Cape Coral Bridge in 1964,

which made traveling between Cape Coral and Fort Myers suddenly fast

and easy, the canal system also grew. Today, the city boasts over 400 miles

of waterways that have established Cape Coral as one of the most unique

waterfront communities in the United States.
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What is Stormwater Runoff?

When rain falls on impervious surfaces, it flows to
nearby stormwater conveyance systems. This is
known as stormwater runoff. Stormwater runoff
can pick up and carry pollution such as trash, oil,
grease, sediments, and pet waste into waterbodies.
Soluble chemicals such as fertilizers and pesticides
can also become stormwater pollutants. Cape
Coral’s canal waterways also serve as flood control
for its residents. The 300 linear miles of freshwater
canals collect stormwater runoff from the urban
and suburban landscapes and retain it for gradual
transfer to the tidal canals. In those areas of the
city that contain the network of saltwater canals,
stormwater runoff goes directly to the tide.



Section 2

Building on
the Waterfront

Seawall Alternative and the “Back Ten Feet”

Seawalls are not required for properties on freshwater canals.
The littoral (shoreline) zone provided by an alternative
enhances habitat for fish and wading birds and helps to filter
out nutrients and toxins from stormwater runoff. The ten feet
above the waterline is a critical area that provides a buffer for
our waterways. This area is also restricted from fertilizer use
during the during the dates specified by the City’s Fertilizer
Ordinance. A strip of low-maintenance plantings will help
eliminate the need for fertilizer and prevent grass clippings
from entering the water. There are many kinds of aesthetically
pleasing plants that can be used along shorelines. The City has
put together a littoral plant guide for use by residents (https://
files1.revize.com/revize/capecoralfl/department/public
works/docs/Littoral Plant Guide.pdf). Seawall alternatives
and plant selections can also be found at Lake Kennedy Park.

Mangroves are coastal trees that are important for fisheries and the
stabilization of saltwater shorelines. Their prop roots provide shelter
for small animals and
the development of
game fish. Floating
seeds, or propagules,
can start growing
in rip-rap along a
seawall. These can be
maintained up to 6
feet without a permit.
Mangroves exceeding
10 feet tall will require
a permit. A professional
mangrove trimming
service is recommended. Removal of mangroves is not allowed
without a permit. Contact the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection (see contacts) for more information regarding mangrove
trimming for residential properties.

Rip Rap is an assemblage of large rocks placed along the shoreline of
a property. It offers shoreline stabilization, habitats for aquatic plants
and animals as well as wave energy absorption. The rip rap stabilizes
shorelines by keeping sediment in place during periods of rain and
moderates flow from the current. Crevasses offer shelter for fish,
crabs, worms, etc., and allow footing for marine or aquatic plants. Rip
rap is ideal for habitat, but it also stabilizes the seawall by dissipating
wave action.
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https://files1.revize.com/revize/capecoralfl/department/public_works/docs/Littoral_Plant_Guide.pdf
https://files1.revize.com/revize/capecoralfl/department/public_works/docs/Littoral_Plant_Guide.pdf
https://files1.revize.com/revize/capecoralfl/department/public_works/docs/Littoral_Plant_Guide.pdf

Section 3

What to Expect Livinc



https://myfwc.com/
http://www.sawfishrecovery.org/handling-and-releasing-guidelines/
http://www.sawfishrecovery.org/handling-and-releasing-guidelines/
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Promoting Florida
Friendly Practices
and Water Quality

Living on the waterfront offers amenities that can add quality and value to

the property. It also presents responsibilities to homeowners who value these

shared resources. When living on the waterfront, it is important to observe sound
environmental practices. Some practices to consider; It is important to keep
horticultural material, such as grass clippings and tree trimmings, from entering the
waterbody. These materials can be unsightly and add excess nutrients as they break
down. Observing a no-spray zone 10 to 15 feet away from any waterbody will ensure
chemicals such as fertilizer, pesticides, or herbicides won't run off into the water when
it rains. If boat maintenance is required, be sure to pull the watercraft out of the water
to ensure that no oils or chemicals enter the waterbody. Living on the waterfront is an
investment, do your part to protect this asset and resource.




Fertilizer and Pesticide/Florida Friendly Landscapes (FYN)

The environmental health and appearance of Cape Coral’s canals are dependent
on the quality of the water that drains from the landscape. Water quality can

be improved by implementing environmentally friendly landscaping and
maintenance techniques. There are nine basic principles that, if implemented
properly, are designed to reduce the adverse impacts on water quality. Cape
Coral residents are invited to attend a Florida

Friendly Landscape class offered by Lee County ' >

to learn more. Florida- ®F ™
|Friendly T4

Apply fertilizers and pesticides sparingly, Landscape m

according to the label. These materials can easily [

wash into the canal, leading to problems. Before

discarding pesticide and fertilizer containers,
rinse them thoroughly and use the rinse on
plants. Follow fertilizer
restrictions in the City’s
ordinance.
https://www.capecoral.
gov/department/
public works/fertilizer
ordinance.php.

Reclaimed water
contains nutrients such
as nitrogen, phosphorus,
and potassium. This
should be considered
when determining how FEsE%

much fertilizer is needed =~

for your property. Commercial businesses must use trained applicators when
applying fertilizer to their property. Please reference https://gibmp-prod.ifas.ufl.
edu/certified for an up-to-date list of certified professionals.
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Dumping Horticultural waste such as lawn and plant clippings into

a canal is illegal. It will decompose, reduce oxygen, and release nutrients.
Horticultural waste should be used as compost or placed for curbside pickup.
Leave grass clippings on the lawn for nutrient value and consider using mulch
or compost as alternatives to commercial fertilizers. In addition to providing
nutrients, these materials also retain moisture around roots, so there is less
need for irrigation. Choose plants that do not generally need fertilizers or
pesticides. Native species tend to be easier to care for than exotic ones. Plant
selection information can be found at: https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/.

Grass clippings in canal
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https://www.capecoral.gov/department/public_works/fertilizer_ordinance.php
https://gibmp-prod.ifas.ufl.edu/certified
https://gibmp-prod.ifas.ufl.edu/certified
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/
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Vehicle and vessel maintenance

Perform regular maintenance on boat motors to keep them in good working order
and to prevent fuel leakage. Never empty bilges into canals, only empty holding tanks
at designated pump-out stations. Do not spill or overfill the fuel tank. If boating in
seagrass areas, go slowly or pole along with the motor raised.

Wash cars in sodded areas instead of driveways to reduce soapy runoff. This also helps
to irrigate lawns. Repair any oil leaks immediately for your safety as well as for the
environment. Never dump anything into our waterways or soil; take it to recycling
stations.

Used oil collection sites in Cape Coral
« Advance Auto Parts

- AutoZone Auto Parts

« Wal-Mart Tire & Lube Center

Pet Waste

You are responsible for cleaning up after your pets not just as a courtsey to others but

also to protect the environment and health of our waterways. Regularly collect pet
waste in your yard, don't let it remain or get washed into canals. Pet waste is high in
bacteria which can be harmful to water quality.




Contacts and Resources
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and environmental education

ation Department

Topic Organization Website or email Phone
Cape Coral residential issues 311, formally the Citizen’s https://www.capecoral.gov/ Just Dial 311
Action Center department/clerk/citizen s
action center.php
Cape Coral environmental Cape Coral’s Environmental https://www.capecoral.gov/ 574-0785
questions, water quality, Nile | Resources Division department/public works/
monitor reports environmental resources di-
vision.php
Cape Coral fuel or oil spill Cape Coral Fire Department https://www.capecoralfire. 574-3223
com/
Cape Coral code issues and Cape Coral Code Compliance | https://www.capecoral.gov/ 574-0613
complaints department/community de-
velopment/code compliance
division_staff.php
Cape Coral park events, FYN, | Cape Coral Parks and Recre- www.capeparks.com 573-3128

Rotary Park, 549-4606

Cape Coral marine issues, boat
speeding, dumping, etc.

Cape Coral Marine Police

www.capecops.com/boating

574-3223

Blue-green algae, water qual-
ity, mangrove trimming, and
other environmental issues

Florida Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection

https://floridadep.gov/ or
https://www.surveygiz-
mo.com/s3/3444948/Al-
gal-Bloom-Reporting-Form

813-470-5700

Fish consumption, air quality,
beach water quality

Florida Department of Health

www.floridahealth.gov/

850-245-4444

Management and/or reduc-
tion of hazardous wastes in
Lee County

Lee County Natural Resources
Pollution Prevention

www.leegov.com/naturalre-
sources/pollution-prevention

533-8821

Harming of wildlife or any
wildlife violations

Nuisance alligator

Sawfish sightings

Manatee issues

Invasive species

Fish kill, more than one dead
fish

Florida Fish and Wildlife Com-
mission

https://myfwc.com/

Wildlife alert contact:
1-888-404-FWCC

Nuisance Alligator Hotline:
866-392-4286

1-844-4SAWFISH

1-800-404-3922

Exotic Species Hotline:
888-IVE-GOT1

1-800-636-0511

such as paint and chemicals

cal Waste Facility

uralresources/pollution-pre-
vention/household-hazard-
ous-waste

Cape Coral burrowing owl Cape Coral Friends of Wildlife | https://ccfriendsofwildlife.org |980-2593
issues and information
Injured or sick wildlife Clinic for the Rehabilitation www.crowclinic.org/ or email | 472-3644
of Wildlife (CROW) - Wildlife info@crowclinic.org
Hospital
Mosquito control and aquatic | Lee County Mosquito/Hya- https://Ichcd.org/ 694-2174
plant removal in Lee County cinth Control
Trash pickup WastePro https://www.wasteprousa. 337-0800
com/office/cape-coral/
Household hazardous waste, | Lee County Household Chemi- | https://www.leegov.com/nat- | 533-8000
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https://www.capecoral.gov/department/clerk/citizen_s_action_center.php
https://www.capecoral.gov/department/public_works/environmental_resources_division.php
https://www.capecoralfire.com/
https://www.capecoral.gov/department/community_development/code_compliance_division_staff.php
http://www.capeparks.com
http://www.capecops.com/boating
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3444948/Algal-Bloom-Reporting-Form
http://www.floridahealth.gov/
https://www.leegov.com/naturalresources/pollution-prevention
https://ccfriendsofwildlife.org
http://www.crowclinic.org/
mailto:info@crowclinic.org
https://www.wasteprousa.com/office/cape-coral/
https://www.leegov.com/naturalresources/pollution-prevention/household-hazardous-waste
https://floridadep.gov/
https://myfwc.com/
https://lchcd.org/
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